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METROPOLITAN RAILWAY STATIONS — CAR PARKING BAYS 

Grievance 
MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [9.38 am]: Car parking is a popular issue this morning. I would like to add to my 
colleague the member for Jandakot’s support for the need for more parking bays. In doing so, I will go through 
some of the figures that show that the Minister for Transport has indeed been raining car parking bays on the 
northern and southern lines very well. I think at this stage of the member’s ministership that we can really regard 
the Midland line as the poor relation. I asked the minister whether he would like to brave the hordes in the 
morning with me and maybe bring a shovel with him to dig out some of the cars that have been parked in the 
boggy sand on the side of the road because there are no car parking bays. However, the minister has not even 
bothered to acknowledge my invitation. I am deeply distressed by that. I think that the Mayor of the City of 
Bayswater has also been chasing the minister about the issue of safety on trains, rather than car parking. He tells 
me that he had a brick wall back from the minister on that issue as well. I note that the minister has responded to 
our colleague the federal member for Perth acknowledging that patronage demand on our urban trains has grown 
substantially, and with that the demand for Park ‘n’ Ride facilities. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Has the Mayor of Bayswater written to my office? 

Ms L.L. BAKER: Yes, he has. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Do you know when that was? 

Ms L.L. BAKER: No, but I could find out for the minister; I am happy to do that. 

In his response to the federal member for Perth, the minister also stated — 

Car parks at most train stations, including those on the Midland line, are operating close to or at full 
capacity. 

Although the government’s election commitment provided for a $49.5 million—that is nearly $50 million—
expansion of the Park ‘n’ Ride facilities over four years on the Joondalup and Mandurah lines, there is only 
$8.5 million in the asset investment plan for a car park upgrade project which equates to 700 bays to be shared 
between the Midland, Armadale and Fremantle lines. That hardly seems fair. I am on my feet to tell the minister 
that that is not fair for the following reasons. Maylands train station has 58 bays, Meltham train station has 
61 bays and Bayswater train station has 248 bays. Collectively, those three stations in my electorate have only 
367 car bays. I thank the minister because in the local paper there was a photograph taken of me standing in the 
middle of a graded area, so I understand that the Public Transport Authority will indeed provide some additional 
bays, maybe 50 or 60, near the Peninsula Tavern in Maylands. That is a good start but it is only a small addition. 
At the moment, I estimate about 200 cars are parked illegally—some outside people’s houses well and truly 
outside of any legal bays in the area. I know that the City of Bayswater rangers spend an inordinate amount of 
time patrolling the streets making themselves extremely unpopular by fining people for parking illegally. That 
happens because there are insufficient bays. Maylands railway station’s bays are all full well before nine o’clock 
every morning. 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Some time ago there was a plan to do a Guildford–Maylands transport study. Has that been 
finished? 

Ms L.L. BAKER: No. Judy Edwards, my predecessor, was on that committee along with, I believe, my 
colleague the member for Bassendean. I think that when the current government took over in 2008, it 
discontinued the study. I was definitely looking forward to seeing some results from that study, but it all seems 
to have fallen into a hole and has not been continued. It would be good if we perhaps rejigged that and got it 
back on the road, so to speak, because it had some good directions forward. I think it was also tied to some of the 
work on the airport link. 

Local businesses around the three train stations in my electorate are suffering. I know that the Peninsula Tavern 
car park is full every day with commuters driving to the city. It is not that residents in my area have a very large 
drinking problem; they are not at the pub every morning. People drive to Maylands and park their cars in the 
tavern’s car park before taking the train to Perth. Witches hats are put out every morning at the Bayswater Hotel 
to stop people coming into that car parking area. As I have already mentioned, the City of Bayswater rangers are 
not particularly popular because they have to patrol every day. 

As of September last year, there was a total of 1 378 car bays along the entire Midland line. That figure includes 
the three car parking categories of pay and display, free unsecured Park ‘n’ Ride, and disabled parking. That is 
according to the answers that the minister provided to a member of the upper house in question on notice 2740 in 
September last year. The member might not have been the transport minister then; it might have been the 
previous minister. 
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Mr T.R. Buswell: I was having a spell. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: That was during the member’s spell time out in a paddock.  

I say again: there are 1 378 car bays on the Midland line. On the Joondalup line—not that I want to pick on my 
colleagues whose electorates are along the Joondalup line—there are 6 258 car bays. The Mandurah line has 
6 025 car bays. Both those lines have four times as many car bays as the Midland line. I understand that the 
minister has already built 210 car bays at the Cockburn Central train station and there are more to come—400 I 
believe.  

Mr T.R. Buswell: It is 490. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: It is an additional 490 car bays: congratulations to the minister’s colleague on the Liberal side 
of the house for being able to ratchet some extra bays out of the minister! 

I would really appreciate seeing some commitment from the minister in the budget to increase the number of car 
parking bays along the Midland line, particularly in those three areas that have, as I said, about 30 or 50 bays. 
That hardly compares with 600 or 700 bays. Certainly, when the minister says that 700 additional bays will be 
built on the Midland, Armadale and Fremantle lines, I could use all those just at my three stations, so it is really 
going to go nowhere near the distance. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.46 am]: I thank the member for raising this issue. I 
think in many ways it reflects the change in the nature of how people access rail on some of those older lines. I 
think it needs to be understood that one reason there is some disparity in the number of parking bays around 
stations on the Joondalup and Mandurah lines is that those stations were constructed in a different era from the 
stations on the more traditional lines. In other words, there was always an intent to cultivate a Park ‘n’ Ride 
approach at those stations, whereas a lot of the stations on the more traditional lines have very little parking; for 
example, Shenton Park—which I use as I go to watch the Eagles climb steadily up the ladder and, indeed, West 
Perth cement themselves at the top of the ladder—has little parking because it is on one of those more traditional 
metro lines. Therefore, I accept the member’s point that a lot of investment is going into the Mandurah and 
Joondalup lines. That was our election commitment. It is harder to put in parking bays at some of those older 
stations. Indeed, I have read comments from people to that effect when talking about extra car parking bays. In 
2008, rather than perhaps double the number of parking bays, the member said — 

… a better position would be to wait for the Guildford/Maylands Transport Study — 

We talked about that study, and I acknowledge that — 

… as bulldozing the land and pouring concrete everywhere wouldn’t bring benefits for local business. 

We will be bulldozing land and pouring concrete, but I think the member has just outlined the fact that there 
could be some benefits to local businesses. 

The member is right: at this stage we have $8.345 million to provide extra parking facilities on the Midland, 
Armadale and Fremantle lines. The member is also right in that there is a lot of informal parking along those 
lines. My advice is that 100 bays at Midland train station were formalised and 23 bays at Maylands were 
formalised, which I think are the ones that the member referred to. I think it was only 23 — 

Ms L.L. Baker: It is 23 bays. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Twenty-three informal bays have been formalised at Maylands—I would like to have a 
look to see what that exactly means—and 11 bays at Guildford. 

No doubt, there is more work to be done along that line, but right at the moment there is a limited amount of 
funding and we are attempting to focus that in the areas that will give the best results. I point out to the member 
that we are spending a fair bit of money on upgrading some of the train stations on some of the older lines.  

Ms L.L. Baker: We could do with some help because it is a bit of a quagmire; there’s absolutely no planning in 
sight — 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: At the moment there are four station upgrades out for tender, two of which are on the 
member’s line. The tenders are for Queens Park and Maddington stations and, on the Midland line, Mt Lawley 
and Meltham stations. There are plans in the forward estimates to provide significant upgrades—$4 million at 
Bayswater, more than $3 million at Ashfield and another $3.2 million at Guildford. 

Ms L.L. Baker: When, minister, will that happen? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I do not have the annualised breakdown with me, but — 

Ms R. Saffioti: What’s that big graph? 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am happy for the member to look at this map; it is really interesting. It is a map of the 
transport routes that shows the number of parking bays at each station. The numbers on this map are slightly 
different from the information provided in the question on notice from last year. I did not answer the question 
and therefore I am not aware why that is.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: You got the figures wrong! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I think that this was an audit done by Transperth and I went to have a look. At Mt Lawley 
railway station there are 35 official parking bays, 22 unofficial parking bays and 28 possible future parking bays. 
Maylands station has 56 official bays, 103 unofficial bays and 117 possible future bays. Meltham station has 48 
official bays, 21 unofficial bays and 43 possible future bays. Bayswater station has 230 official bays, 102 
unofficial bays and 114 possible future bays. The last one I will talk about is Ashfield station, which currently 
has zero official bays, zero unofficial bays, but 67 possible future bays. 

Ms L.L. Baker: Are the unofficial bays just those close to the train station? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, parking on verges and the like.  

Ms L.L. Baker: Therefore, if you go down any of the streets, you will add another 200 parking bays to those 
figures. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, and I have no doubt that demand exceeds supply, but the only message I can give 
today is that there is $8.345 million of funding in the forward estimates to upgrade railway stations on the 
Midland, Armadale and Fremantle lines, which will deliver 700 additional parking bays. I do not expect that the 
capacity to invest in those additional bays will be consistent across all those lines. There is limited capacity, for 
example, on the Fremantle line to put in potential future bays. I expect that most of that money will be spent on 
the Midland and Armadale lines because there are very low numbers of possible future bays right down the 
Fremantle line, perhaps with the exception of Cottesloe station, and of course we are very sensitive about things 
we do in Cottesloe for a range of reasons! Therefore, I do not think a lot of the money will be put into the 
Fremantle line. There appear to be some possible future bays on the Armadale line; therefore, I expect that most 
of that money will be split between the Midland and Armadale lines. The Public Transport Authority is currently 
planning how that money will be spent. I understand that in the short to medium term, more work will be done 
on adding 120 parking bays at Guildford station—that process is currently subject to consultation with the City 
of Swan—and formalising the informal parking bays at Meltham and Mt Lawley stations.  

Ms L.L. Baker: You might be able to put some car parking bays at the hotel site, minister! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Which one of the hotels has the colourful owners? 

Ms L.L. Baker: Guildford Hotel with the socks is where I was thinking! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Work on parking bays is happening. Work is being done at Guildford, Meltham and Mt 
Lawley stations on top of work that has already happened at Midland and Maylands stations, and previously at 
Guildford station. I accept the member’s argument that there is a lot of demand for parking bays. We will see 
changes not only to parking bays on the Midland line, but also to the stations themselves. 
 


